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he clung tightly to the window ledge and showed no signs
of moving. One of the elderly ladies, with an exasperated
air, tapped on the glass for the official to come and remove
the troublesome little boy, and I was considering taking him
on my knee when to my surprise the official made it clear that
as the little boy had his seat booked earlier he was entitled
to sit in it. Much to my wicked amusement, the ladies were
placed next to a native soldier whose wife had her' very
expansive bosom bared, with a curly-haired youngster buck-
ing and scrabbing with his fingers as he had his early morning
meal a la nature.
The ladies had their revenge on me later in the evening,,
when I was waiting at the side of the road at La Foa for the
'service' to take me back to Noumea- As it drew alongside
I could see the prim faces of the old dears exaggeratedly
white amongst the surrounding crowd of natives and bronzed
'broussards.' The driver leaned out and informed me that
I was unlucky. I hadn't specified the date of my return
journey and the bus was full. I fancy I noticed a satisfied
smirk on the faces of the old ladies, as the 'service' continued
on its way, leaving me stranded at La Foa for the night. I
am very much afraid that in most countries the driver would
have told a native to get out and make way for the lordly
white, even if the native had paid the same fare.
This chapter seems to stray now and again from its main
purpose of telling something about the way of life in
Noumea. For domestics the day begins at market-time, and
market-time varies according to the season. Usually, how-
ever, the domestics are just returning from market as the
manual workers are on their way to commence work at 6
o'clock. By 7 o'clock the day has commenced'in earnest for
the great bulk of the population, manual workers having
already been on the job for an hour, and all business houses
have their doors open—even including the bank and post
office. School has already started.
Within another half hour the Javanese and Tonkinese
domestics have been transformed into nurses, and are
gathered together in the Place, under the shade of the flam-

